a v i e w fro m th e win ema ker
Dear Friends,
We are very excited to welcome our newest addition to the Chalk Hill team, Senior Winemaker, Michael Beaulac. Joining our
team this February, Michael brings over 30 years of experience in the wine industry, and is looking forward to working with
the team to lead Chalk Hill.
Michael serendipitously got his start at Murphy-Goode when Tim Murphy himself offered him a job one night while he was
running a Portland, Maine jazz dinner club. He accepted and moved to Sonoma County in 1989 and has never looked back.
Fast-forwarding several years later, he worked his way up in the industry working as cellar master at Merry Edwards, and then
Vice President of St. Supéry Vineyards in Rutherford in 2001 where he worked closely with Michel Roland and Denis
Dubourdieu. With years of experience and a deep understanding of the Napa Valley, he then became General Manager and
winemaker at Napa’s Pine Ridge Vineyards in 2009 where he oversaw the estate’s 160 acres.
After 23 years in Napa Valley, he looks at this role at Chalk Hill in Sonoma County as a sense of returning home. When we
asked him about his new role at Chalk Hill, he explained, “There is an amazing sense of place, and history here. We have our
own Chardonnay Clone 97—that really speaks to the incredible dedication to the varietal and quality of winemaking here.
Chalk Hill has established itself as a world-class producer of Chardonnay from the beginning. That is exciting in itself, but the
estate is also exciting for its incredible diversity. Our vineyard team has worked for over forty years trying to match the correct
grape variety and clone to the myriad soil types, exposures, and microclimates; I’m excited to work with our team, the fruit
from these vines, and to continue to refine and perfect the wines that come from this beautiful estate.”
Please join us in welcoming Michael, and we look forward to the time when we can resume winemaker dinners, events, and
our other wine club experiences with you all!
– Darrell Holbrook,
Winemaker

wine cl ub new s lett er

-

a pr i l 2 02 1 is s u e # 1 5 2

win e shipment
2019 Oak Hill Sauvignon Gris
tasting

2017 Syrah
tasting

Our Sauvignon Gris has a wonderful balance of finesse
and concentration. This 2019 typifies that contrast
with its weight and freshness. This wine is swarming with
aromas of pink grapefruit, kaffir lime, gardenia blossoms,
vanilla and a hint of smoke. The mouthwatering palate
is juicy with flavors of citrus, Meyer lemon, and spice.

Our 2017 Syrah presents aromas of dark berries, wild
game and black tea. On the palate, indulgent
flavors of dark chocolate, clove, vanilla and
boysenberry jam delight the senses. This wine is big,
offering an inky color and layers of rich, dense
characters melding seamlessly with silky tannins.

f e r m e n tati o n / barrel

f e r m e n t at i o n / b a r r e l

100% native yeast fermentation in barrel
100% malolactic fermentation with bi-weekly bâtonnage
Cooperage: 100% French oak, 13% new
Barrel Aging: 7 months

100% malolactic fermentation
Cooperage: 100% French oak (75% new)
Barrel Aging: Aging: 22 months

wine
pH 3.17

wine

Blend: 100% Sauvignon Gris
Bottling Date: April 2020
TA 7.02 g/l
Alcohol 14.9%

pH 3.88

retail price - $40

Blend: 100% Syrah
Bottling Date: July 2019
TA 5.25 g/l
Alcohol 15.5%

retail price - $65

2017 Clara’s Vineyaard Red
tasting

f e r men tation / barrel

wine

100% malolactic fermentation with bâtonnage
Cooperage: 100% French oak, 76% new
Barrel Aging: 21 months

Blend: 80% Cabernet Sauvignon,
15% Petit Verdot, 5% Syrah
Bottling Date: July 8, 2019
pH 3.79
TA 6.76 g/l
Alcohol 15.1%

re tail p rice - $85
re orde r sp e cial
Enjoy 30% savings on re-orders of current club wines. Order 12 or more bottles of any of the current club wines and receive $10 ground shipping
(not valid to HI or AK). To order, please visit www.chalkhill.com, or contact us at 866.221.6467 or wineclub@chalkhill.com. Reorder offer expires May 31, 2021.

SK U: C H 04 21

The 2017 Clara’s Vineyard Red is a blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 15% Petit Verdot, and 5% Syrah. Decadent
aromas of blackberry, leather, cigar box and dark chocolate lead to a dense and complex palate. Bold and layered,
the 2017 Clara’s is an elegant wine that will continue to evolve for years to come.
Enjoy now or cellar for the next 15+ years.

